
YATELA, MALI

Yatela, which began operating in 2001, is situated in south-
western Mali, some 25km north of Sadiola and approximately 
50km south-southwest of the regional capital Kayes. It is 
situated 25km north of Sadiola.

As the ore body has been depleted and the pits have reached 
the end of their lives, mining excavation activities have been 
suspended. Stockpiles and heap leach pads will continue to be 
processed until the end of 2016 and will deliver minimal levels of 
production for the next two years. 

Closure and rehabilitation procedures have begun.

PERFORMANCE IN 2014
Mining in most of the Yatela pits has been completed and final 
cutback in the Yatela Main pit (Pushback 8), which continues 
from Yatela North, has been completed. Mining at Pushback 8 is 
currently not viable due to mining constraints and the prevailing 
gold price.

Numerous alternatives were considered and the only economic 
option is to continue treating marginal ore stockpiles and spent 
heap leach pads, while progressing towards closure. 

As part of the Yatela mine closure, a life skills training 
programme for employees facing retrenchment was completed 
in November 2014.

• Mining has ceased and the operation is in closure mode 

• Processing of stockpiles to continue until 2016

• An average of 226 employees achieved a productivity 
rate of 10.73oz per total employee costed (TEC)

• Rehabilitation work has commenced

• Life skills training programme for employees completed 

• AngloGold is considering the sale of its interest in Yatela

HIGHLIGHTS  
OF THE YEAR

Yatela, one of three AngloGold Ashanti 
operations in Mali, is 80% owned by the 
Sadiola Exploration Company Limited, a 
joint venture between AngloGold Ashanti 
(40%), IAMGOLD (40%). The Government of 
Mali owns the remaining 20%. The mine is 
managed by AngloGold Ashanti.
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Yatela – key statistics

Units 2014 2013 2012

Operational performance

Pay limit oz/t 0.02 0.03 0.01

g/t 0.64 1.01 0.40

Recovered grade oz/t 0.01 0.03 0.03

g/t 0.59 0.93 1.06

Tonnes treated/milled – 100% Mt 2.3 2.5 2.7

– 40% Mt 0.9 1.0 1.1

Gold production – 100% 000oz 25 67 72

– 40% 000oz 11 27 29

Total cash costs $/oz produced 1,438 1,530 1,758

All-in sustaining costs $/oz sold 1,795 1,653 1,888

Capital expenditure – 100% $m – 7 5

– 40% $m – 3 2

Productivity oz/TEC 10.73 10.21 8.82

Safety

No. of fatalities 0 0 0

All injury frequency rate (AIFR) per million hours worked 0.00 0.00 0.36

People

Total average no. of employees – 40% 226 367 407

– Permanent 119 130 125

– Contractors 107 237 282

Environment

Total water usage ML 17 254 1,578

Total water usage per tonne treated kL/t 0.01 0.10 0.58

Total energy usage PJ 0.24 0.52 0.70

Total energy usage per tonne treated GJ/t 0.11 0.20 0.26

Total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (CO2e) 000t 18 38 52

Total GHG emissions per tonne treated t CO2e/t 0.01 0.02 0.02

Cyanide usage t 378 1,320 1,260

No. of reportable environmental incidents 0 0 0

Total rehabilitation liabilities $m 16 15 15

Mining activities at Yatela halted on 30 September 2013 and 
rehabilitation is planned for completion in early 2019, with the 
final relinquishment of mining rights expected in 2020.

As Yatela approaches the end of its operating life, engagement 
with stakeholders around its closure has become increasingly 
important.

A closure committee consisting of representatives from all 
stakeholders (including government, communities, employees 
and management), continues to convene to monitor the     
operation’s closure process.
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