
CASE STUDY: cOllabOratiVe effOrts 
tO preserVe water in cOlOMbia
AngloGold Ashanti is mindful of the need to address water as 
a critical and sustainable resource. We are therefore working 
closely with communities surrounding the La Colosa project in 
Colombia to preserve water in the Coello River Basin.

The project’s water management plan for the current exploration 
phase has been adapted to reduce La Colosa’s demand for 
water by nearly 32% and the amount of water discharged into 
natural water sources by another 32%. As a result, the need for 
water to be purchased from third parties has been eliminated 
and has allowed us to use mainly rainwater for drilling activities. 

New water management system

A rainwater and runoff water catchment system has been 
installed throughout the La Colosa project as well as canals in 
areas where there is a risk of landslides. A network of piping 
and hoses conveys water to geopits or synthetic demountable 
tanks where 512m3 can be stored to meet the project’s needs 
for at least four days. A pumping system carries this water to 
areas where it is needed.

An innovative aspect of the system is that domestic wastewater 
is also treated for reuse including in drilling activities, spraying 
access roads for dust control and watering plants. Some 40 
people living in the region have been hired to work on a project 
to maintain the water balance.

Addressing water as a socio-environmental 
issue

The Colombian Fondo para la Acción Ambiental (Fund for 
Environmental Action) and AngloGold Ashanti have been 
working together on projects which propose a different way 
of allocating company resources through non-governmental 
organisations and community-based organisations. To this 
end, resources have been used to promote efficient water 
use in the regional communities through projects selected in 
a competitive process and with the participation of regional 
NGOs and community associations. 

María Verónica Ávila, a community member and aromatic plant 
grower in the Rainwater Catchment Project, said: “By collecting 
rainwater in the rainy season for farming activities during the dry 
season, our crop yield has increased by 40% and our revenue 
has also increased significantly.” 

In the vernacular, Pijao, “iguá” means “water root” and it also 
refers to a tree found in the vicinity of La Colosa – an appropriate 

name for an initiative which is set on the decontamination, 
preservation and efficient use of water sources in the 
Coello River Basin. Projects seek to enhance water quality 
through the implementation of biodigesters, septic wells and 
sewage treatment systems, improving water use through 
good agricultural practice, rainwater harvesting and closed 
recirculation systems in fish farming. 

Human, industrial, agricultural and mining activities have been 
identified as the main causes of pollution and as excessive 
users of the water resources. The people of the region believe 
that water is more of a social than an environmental problem 
as their children are always ill. Solutions offered by the Iguá 
Fund therefore have a local component with a positive 
impact on human health. Other innovative solutions around 
water management and water use are being designed and 
implemented in collaboration with environmental NGOs and the 
local community. 

Other positive socio-environmental interventions at La Colosa 
include forest clearings which do not require tree felling; the 
rescue and cultivation of indigenous plant species; eco 
trails; and elevated drilling platforms to prevent and mitigate  
soil compaction.
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