
CASE STUDY: new ways Of wOrking 
with wOOd – artist-in-residence 
prOgraMMe in australia 
Wood – known in the local Pitjantjatjara language as punu – 
is integral to the lives of the Spinifex people who form part 
of the Tjuntjuntjara community in a remote area of Western 
Australia. It is therefore not altogether surprising that an 
artist-in-residence programme using wood, and supported 
by AngloGold Ashanti Australia, culminated in a successful 
exhibition of work.

As part of our commitment to developing social capital, we 
have provided financial support to this residency project. 
To date, Tasmanian sculptor Ange Leech has spent two 
periods working and teaching within the community. Ange 
worked with community elders in an effort to introduce 
the Spinifex youth to sculpting, and the financial support 
provided by AngloGold Ashanti and other sponsors enabled 
the purchase of the manual and power tools required for 
carving and sculpting.

The wooden sculptures created by the aspiring artists were 
displayed for three weeks at an exhibition at the Fossick 
Gallery in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, and formed part of the Spinifex 
Arts project, established in 1997 as part of the Native Title 
documentation process.

The wood that has traditionally been used as material for fire, 
tools and artifacts has now successfully been embraced for 
artistic expression and resulted in some amazing sculptures, 
including many abstract shapes, some representational works 
and other collaborations that bridged a cross-cultural divide.

Ange said nearly all of the works attracted buyers. “It has 
been rewarding to be part of this project and exhibiting with 
Fossick Gallery in Kalgoorlie was an exciting experience,” 
she commented. “I am delighted to say, most of the works 
on display by the Spinifex artists were sold.”

“AngloGold Ashanti has gone beyond the call of duty and 
without the company’s generous support the project would 
not have been possible. I would especially like to thank 
AngloGold Ashanti staff: Chris Boase and John Millikan from 

the community team who provided guidance and support 

with regard to working in remote communities, and also 

Phil Virgin and the staff at the Williams Street offices in 

Kalgoorlie.”

Ange’s next goal is to develop a woodworking workshop 

in this community of 160 people. The community – which 

already has a reputation nationally and internationally – 

has exhibited widely in Australia as well as Europe and the 

United States. Ange believes there is potential to build on the 

reputation of the Spinifex artists by moving into this new area 

of wood sculpture.

Sculptor Ange, who is originally from Tasmania and now lives 

in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, was last year awarded the Travelling 

Scholarship Noosa Sculpture Prize and an ArtStart Grant 

by The Australia Council in Canberra, and has also held 

numerous exhibitions and received six Australian awards. 
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