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CASE STUDY: biOdiVersity wOrk at 
australian eXplOratiOn site yields 
twO new Myrtle species
Work by AngloGold Ashanti’s Australasia region in the Dundas 
Nature Reserve, as part of our wholly-owned Viking Project 
(which includes 66 granted tenements and covers an area of 
10,781km²) in Western Australia, has led to the discovery of 
two new myrtle species. Data collection has also resulted in the 
reclassification of other priority species status.

Dundas, which spans an area of 7,840km² and is managed 
by the South Coast regional office of the Western Australia 
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC), is a key 
target area for the company’s greenfield exploration team. 
Two years of planning to include additional flora surveys and a 
commitment to utilise smaller rigs has resulted in the finalisation 
of the company’s first drilling programme in the reserve.

Viking Project also incorporates the proposed Woodline 
Hills Nature Reserve, as well as 28 smaller areas including 
conservation, water, Aboriginal and recreational reserves, 
pastoral and unallocated freehold land. Woodline covers an area 
of 1,350km² and falls under the jurisdiction of the Department’s 
Eastern Goldfields office.

To obtain approvals for exploration at Dundas, a Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP) was compiled. This plan was designed 
to comply with both DEC guidelines and the AngloGold 
Ashanti Australasia environmental standards. These combine 
environmental, safety and community policies, standards and 
procedures to meet the international ISO14001 standard and 
OHSAS18001 requirements. The CMP incorporates descriptions 
of the existing environments and outlines results from flora and 
fauna studies conducted in the region, as well as proposed 
AngloGold Ashanti activities, associated environmental impacts 
and management measures.

According to Environmental Co-ordinator, Belinda Fourie, the 
company takes a holistic approach when it comes to managing 
its environmental heritage values across its tenements. 

“At Dundas we took the added measure of completing a third 
party heritage clearance survey, further building on our good 
relationship with the traditional owners,” she explained.  “We 
did additional flora surveys over the area and then invited the 
government to come out into the field.”

“The DEC wanted us to minimise our impact, particularly in 
areas which had been left untouched by recent fires, so we 
committed to obtaining smaller rigs, as well as having an 
environmental officer present during times of track clearing. We 
also agreed to take the drill spoil piles away,” said Belinda.

Field programmes included geological mapping, geophysical 
studies and surface sampling using a vehicle mounted auger. 
This was followed by aircore and diamond drilling programmes. 
In all, about 70km of track, spanning 3m in width, was cleared 
using raised blade or bucket touch methods. The initial drilling 
programmes were finalised in August, and the deepest hole 
measured some 150m.

Where possible, the temporary camps were located to minimise 
impact, and on conclusion of the programmes the areas were 
rehabilitated and all rubbish was removed.

Fourie explained that AngloGold Ashanti employed additional 
precautions: “We are committed to maintaining the integrity of 
the landscape as far as possible,” she said. “So we arranged 
our own environmental and heritage inspection which involved 
walking each individual drill line. This allowed us to identify the 
routes that would have the least impact. All sensitive areas were 
demarcated, and the tracks were realigned where necessary to 
avoid large habitat trees, fauna nests and the unburnt Melaleuca 
vegetation stands specified by DEC during its field visit.”

AngloGold Ashanti will ensure that a post-drilling audit is carried 
out by an environment and heritage officer to ensure all drill 
holes have been plugged. Fourie said that disguising track 
entrances was also important. “This measure is necessary to 
prevent third party access which would affect the rehabilitation 
of the areas,” she explained. “We have the privilege of going 
into areas where people have never been before, but that 
brings with it the responsibility to feed this information into the 
system where it can be of use,” Fourie concluded.


