
CASE STUDY: health students bring 
healing and MOre tO kZn cOMMunities
AngloGold Ashanti’s support programme for medical students 
has been designed with a multi-pronged approach and, 
particularly, with our host communities in mind. Under the 
umbrella of the Umthombo Youth Development Foundation, 
and together with other partners, we support medical and allied 
health students. In 2012 this group of young people achieved 
an exceptional overall pass rate of 90.9%. “However, the other 
important aspect of this programme is that these students 
– once they qualify – work in their own communities. This is 
extremely important,” said Linah Moeketsi, Social Investment 
Manager: Corporate Social Investment, for AngloGold Ashanti. 
“The fact that these health professionals serve their own 
communities is a benefit not only to the wellbeing of the locals, 
but also to the youth for whom they serve as role models.  
It gives young people hope that their aspirations can be realised.”

“We are delighted with the examination results,” Linah continued, 
“But all credit goes to the students who applied themselves and 
passed, as well as the team of mentors who so ably assisted 
them.” A total of 19 graduates completed their degrees in 
the past year: four doctors, two nurses, three dietitians, a 
clinical associate, two pharmacists, three social workers, an 
audiologist, a radiographer, a dentist and an optometrist. All 
of them will be employed in hospitals within northern KwaZulu-
Natal where the Umthombo Youth Development Foundation 
Scholarship Scheme was established in 1999 to address the 
region’s health crisis. 

Addressing legacy issues

“Northern KwaZulu-Natal, as a legacy area for AngloGold 
Ashanti, has various health problems which affect people in and 
around the Ingwavuma district, including malaria, TB, HIV/AIDS 
and gastroenteritis,” Linah explained. “Other social problems 
result from malnutrition, poor hygiene, lack of access to clean 
water, illiteracy, high birth rates and high rates of teenage 
pregnancy. Parasitic infections are also widespread among 
children. Sexually-transmitted infections constitute a major 
epidemic with high sero-positive prevalence among women 
visiting antenatal clinics. New AIDS cases are seen daily at the 
hospitals and a large number of the patients in the TB wards 
are HIV-positive,” said Linah.

“Social transformation is at the core of our business,” 
emphasised Linah. “We aren’t satisfied making good policies. 

We want to see them working, and we want to see them 

working successfully. We are also proud that this initiative 

goes beyond simply addressing health issues. In addition to 

the graduates giving better health care to the people, they are 

spending the money they earn in the local community and 

creating a valuable second economy,” she said. “We also hope 

that our interventions will have positive, multiplying effects so 

that even more communities benefit in the long run.” 

Measure of success

“We measure our success by the number of doctors who 

continue to serve in these areas and are not drawn to city life 

or other countries,” said Linah. “And we are very encouraged 

by our success to date. As a result of the Foundation’s work, 

a total of 165 qualified medical practitioners, including nurses, 

physiotherapists, radiographers, optometrists, dentists and 

clinical specialists, among others, are already working in their 

home communities. Some of the graduates have also become 

mentors to students, and they travel around the province 

recruiting others to the programme whenever possible,”  

she concluded. 

AngloGold Ashanti has to date supported 45 of these students – 

all of whom have overcome daunting language barriers and years 

of study to make a meaningful contribution to their communities.
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