
COMPILATION OF THIS REPORT
This report provides insight into our approach to sustainability, 
and objectives, strategy and performance. This group-level 
report focuses on those material sustainability issues that 
we have determined to be most important to us and to our 
stakeholders. In determining these material issues we have 
taken into consideration the guidance in respect of materiality 
provided by the International Integrated Reporting Council, of 
which AngloGold Ashanti is a pilot member, and of the Global 
Reporting Initiative’s (GRI) G4 guidelines, as well as the AA1000 
Stakeholder Engagement Standard.

This report has largely been prepared in accordance with the 
GRI’s G4 guidelines. The GRI launched its G4 sustainability 
reporting guidelines in May 2013. The International Council on 
Mining and Metals (ICMM), of which AngloGold Ashanti is a 
member, has indicated its adoption of G4 and, specifically, a 
‘core’ level of reporting by its members by 2015. 

G4 places greater emphasis on the importance of materiality and 
improves the level of harmonisation with other reporting standards. 
We recognise that certain reporting elements will need to be further 
developed in coming years. In certain instances, the business is 
not yet in a position to report fully against the G4 indicators and 
where this applies, an explanation has been provided in the GRI 
content index found at www.aga-reports.com/13/os.

As members of or signatories to the ICMM, the principles of the 
United Nations Global Compact (UNGC), Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (EITI) and the Voluntary Principles on 
Security and Human Rights (VPSHR), we have complied with 
the reporting principles advocated by those bodies. Further, 
our sustainability reporting has been undertaken in line with 
the recommendations of the South African King Code on 
Corporate Governance, 2009 (King III) and the World Gold 
Council’s Conflict-Free Gold Standard.

We have also taken cognisance of those issues that we believe 
are most material to the group’s future sustainability, identified 
through our risk management process and the views expressed 
by stakeholders. Our approach is discussed in greater detail on 
page 12, and has informed the scope and boundary of this 
report.

ONLINE REPORT AND  
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
As this is a group-level report, operational targets and 
performance are largely discussed at a regional rather than site 

level, although some operational detail is provided where this 
is appropriate. For detailed operational performance, readers 
are referred to our 2013 Operational and Project Profiles, which 
will be made available on our website by the end of May 2014.

The online version of this report (available as a pdf and in html 
at www.aga-reports.com) includes supplementary information. 
Certain elements of this report that are deemed not critical to 
its use have been omitted from this printed version, and direct 
reference is made to this throughout the report.

APPROACH TO ASSURANCE
We believe in timely, accurate and transparent reporting, and 
we support third party verification of our systems and data.

In 2013, we continued our three-pronged approach to 
assurance, relying on three complementary review processes, 
namely: internal audit, external audit and an independent 
viewpoint from our sustainability review panel. 

Internal audit and Board approval: AngloGold Ashanti’s Group 
Internal Audit has continued with an assurance approach that 
takes into account both financial and non-financial aspects of 
our business, and has developed specific capacity in the area 
of sustainability assurance. Group Internal Audit conducted an 
audit of our 2013 sustainability reporting in terms of the Group 
Internal Audit Charter as approved by the company’s Audit and 
Corporate Governance Committee. The audit was performed in 
accordance with the Institute of Internal Auditors’ Standards for 
the Professional Practice of Internal Audit. The review assessed 
the validity, accuracy and completeness of the relevant GRI 
indicators in our reports, together with various data transfer and 
integrity checks. This Sustainability Report was approved by 
the board of directors on 18 March 2014.

External assurance: External assurance of our sustainability 
reporting was provided by Ernst & Young Inc. Data indicators 
were selected for assurance by the external audit team on 
the basis of their assessment of the issues and indicators 
that are most significant to the sustainability performance of 
the business, as well as the key risks identified by the group. 
Data which has been externally assured is indicated in the GRI 
content index with icons for limited   or reasonable assurance 

. Ernst & Young Inc.’s sustainability assurance statement can 
be found at: www.aga-reports.com/13/assurance.

Independent review: The role of our independent sustainability 
panel is explained on page 20, and their review letter can be 
read on page 21.

OUR APPROACH TO REPORTING  
AND ASSURANCE

Our Sustainability Report addresses the most significant sustainability issues of our business and 
forms part of a comprehensive suite of annual reports to stakeholders for 2013. In particular, readers 
are referred to our Annual Integrated Report 2013 which can be found at www.aga-reports.com.
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