
 
DMA: Effluents and waste  
 
Policies 
 
AngloGold Ashanti’s values, policy, and environment management standards inform directly and indirectly the 
management of waste, the permitted discharge of water as well as the avoidance and mitigation of accidental 
spillages. The Group Level Policies and Standards related to Community and Environment are approved by the 
Executive Committee of the company and are applicable throughout the AngloGold Ashanti Group. Additionally, 
AngloGold Ashanti’s Tailings Management Framework (TMF) provides guidance on the minimum set of standards 
to be used in the design and operation of Tailings Storage Facilities (TSFs).  The TMF is a collation of good practice 
methodologies used globally in the management of TSFs and specifically prohibits riverine tailings disposal. 
 
Additionally all of AngloGold Ashanti’s operational sites maintain an environmental management system certified 
to the internationally recognised ISO 14001 Environmental Management System Standard. This standard requires 
each operation to establish its own environmental policy approved by its general manager and to adopt processes 
to ensure that pollution is prevented and compliance to regulations, permit conditions and other requirements is 
maintained at all times. This includes the permissible discharge of water, how waste streams are minimised and 
managed and processes to prevent and mitigate the effects of unforeseen spills. 
 
Responsibilities 
 
The day to day management of these material aspects is the primary responsibility of each operation’s general 
manager (or managing director). Some of these responsibilities are typically delegated to line management heads 
at the operation such as mining production managers, metallurgical managers, engineering managers and 
environmental managers.  The operation and stability of mine-site tailings storage facilities is overseen by specialist 
regional and group-level geotechnical engineers. 
 
Staying within compliance (with permitted water discharge criteria) and avoiding unforeseen spills is incentivised 
through AngloGold Ashanti’s reduction targets for reportable-level environmental incidents. This is currently stated 
as: 30% reduction in 5 years off the 2010 base of 27 events. 
 
Resources 
 
Key resources in managing these material aspects include all the operation’s financial resources, technical and 
administrative processes and staff working to ensure that the environmental management system’s policy 
objectives and annual targets are met. This is often supplemented by region or group-based technical specialist 
support and the outcomes are overseen by the Governance review process http://www.integrated-
report.com/AGA-R14-IE/ir/accountability/. 
 
 
AngloGold Ashanti Statement: Environmental products and services 
 
The Disclosure on Management Approach for Environmental Products and Services is not being reported by the 
organisation in 2014 and neither is the related indicators G4-EN27 and G4-EN28. This is due to the following: 
 
G4-EN27: Extent of impact mitigation of environmental impacts of products and services 
Gold is a benign product which has no significant environmental impacts, and in this regard this indicator is not 
applicable to our business. The major environmental impacts during the lifecycle of gold take place during mining 
and processing and these are discussed in detail elsewhere in the 2014 sustainability report. 

http://www.anglogoldashanti.com/en/About-Us/corporategovernance/Corporate%20Governance%20Documents/CommunityandEnvironmentManagementStandards.pdf


 
EN28: Percentage of products sold and their packaging materials that are reclaimed by category 
As a mining company, AngloGold Ashanti is at the beginning of the gold production cycle and produces only newly 
mined gold. Recycling of gold is only possible at the next stage of the gold lifecycle, i.e. refining. As we sell gold in 
unwrought form, packaging requirements are minimal and disclosure on packaging is therefore not applicable to 
our business. 


