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The ICMM, UNEP and PRI co-convened
a global tailings review to establish an
international tailings management standard.
The review was led by Dr Bruno Oberle and
has culminated in the launch of the Global
Industry Standard on Tailings Management
(GISTM) at a virtual event in August 2020.
The standard places a strong emphasis on
community engagement, governance and
independent review.
Through its membership of the ICMM,
AngloGold Ashanti has committed to implement
the GISTM at all facilities classified with very
high and extreme potential consequences within
three years, with the balance being completed
within five years of the launch.

AngloGold Ashanti Limited <SR> 2020

This means that, in three years, most of
AngloGold Ashanti’s sites will be GISTM
compliant. The group’s geotechnical team
has developed a gap assessment against the
GISTM’s requirements for roll-out to operations
starting in 2021.
We have developed a detailed framework for our
tailings management practices that sets principles,
standards and guidelines for the construction,
management and oversight of TSFs. We focus on
the sound management of all phases of the TSF
lifecycles and recognise that each TSF is unique
and that there is no single design or operating
technique that can be adopted universally. This
tailings management protocol places AngloGold
Ashanti in a strong position in relation to
compliance with the standard.

Following the sale of our South African and Mali
operations, AngloGold Ashanti now manages
22 tailings facilities, down from 34, with 15
active TSFs and 7 inactive (dormant).
The failure of the Brumadinho TSF in Brazil
prompted significant amendments to relevant
legislation. These changes have prompted
amendments to our operating methods, and
our operations in Brazil are currently working on

“We have a robust
gover nance framework
of tailings storage
facilities.”

converting to dry-stacking operations in advance
of decommissioning of their existing TSFs.
In accordance with Brazilian legislation,
automated scanning stations have been
installed on TSF slopes to track and detect
movement. The system is set to trigger
warning sirens in line with the emergency
preparedness and response plans that have
been tested with affected communities.

“The TSF oversight system includes
specialist inspections, exter nal third-party
reviews, mechanisms for reporting risk
and tracking mitigation measures.”
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